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CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12th March 2019, 7pm at Storridge Village 
Hall 

 
Present:   Councillors Judith Aldridge, Ann Carver, Janita Goodwin, Clare Jones, David Kingston, 
Wynne Harries (Chairman), Diane Merker, Derek Scully and Sarah Thomas. 
 
In attendance: Local residents and Ward Councillor Ellie Chowns 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Rob Prosser, Cllr. Terry Robshaw and Cllr. Anne 
Scarsbrook. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation 
 
Cllr. Sarah Thomas -  Item 5.2.3 (Non-pecuniary) 
 
There were no requests for dispensation. 
 
 

3. Approve minutes 
 

3.1. It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 12th February 2019. 
The chair signed the minutes in open meeting. 
 

 
 

The meeting was now opened to the public. 
 

 
4. To receive a report from the Ward Councillor Ellie Chowns 
 

• There have been two full council meetings since the last CSPC meeting. The first approved the 
budget – alternative budgets discussed at the previous meeting were not approved. The second 
meeting approved the parish precepts. There was also a motion passed with regards to a 
commitment to tackle climate change. A following motion approved the allocation of land in 
readiness for the new Hereford by-pass. 

• There has been a planning refusal following a committee hearing in which both the Ward 
Councillor and the chair of the parish council submitted representations as to why the 
application should be refused.  

• The Ward Councillor has also held surgeries within the parish recently. 
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Representations from the Public 
 

• There were representations made from a parishioner regarding the Pixiefield planning 
application – the following comments were raised: the latest plans adhere to the advice given by 
Herefordshire Council (HC) at the outline stages; street lighting needs to be considered, 
residents are keen not to have street lighting; bat and bird boxes would be beneficial to protect 
wildlife and the colony of jackdaws need to be protected. 

• Speeding along Bosbury Road was highlighted with a suggestion of speed activated signs. This 
will be added as a future agenda item. 

 
The meeting was now closed to the public 

 
 

5. Planning matters 
 

5.1   It was RESOLVED to make the following comments on planning applications for determination 
        by Herefordshire Council 
 
5.1.1   P190352/K – Church House, Rectory Lane, Cradley, WR13 5LH 
      CSPC does not see the reason for the application and would ask planners to clarify the issue 
  over what is shadowed by the tree. CSPC would argue that the trees do have an amenity 
  value as it is in a conservation area. 
 

5.1.2 P190400/J – High Crest, Rectory Lane, Cradley, WR13 5LH 
  CPSC does not support this application with the possible exception of one branch touching a 
  telephone cable. CSPC would like to stress they regard this as a high amenity value tree and 
  that any work to the branch touching the telephone wire should be done in consultation 
  with BT. 
 
5.1.3 P190753/RM – Land off Pixiefields, Cradley 
  CSPC would like to highlight the ecology and wildlife aspects of this application and suggest 
  hedgehog tunnels and a review of the fencing pattern - to consider open fences. At the top 
  of the site CSPC would like to suggest that Plot 32 is swapped with Plot 33 in order to  
  safeguard the highest point of the land and protect views of the AONB.  
  The outline permission stated that there should be no pedestrian, bicycle or vehicular access 
  created onto the highway but CSPC feel that a proposed footpath at the north end of the 
  development would support sustainable transport, giving a sensible route for walking to 
  school or to the recreation ground.  
  CNDP 9 supports CSPC feeling that there should not be street lighting on the estate. 
  CSPC would suggest that the boundary hedges be maintained at a minimum of 8 foot in  
  height.  
 
5.1.4 P184196/FH – Eastbury Cottage, Storridge, Malvern WR13 5EW 
  CSPC support the amended plans for this application. 
   
    5.2 To note decisions made by Herefordshire Council on planning applications 
 
5.2.1 P190107/FH - Reafields, Grittles End, Cradley, WR13 5NR 
  Proposed two storey extension and garage extension REFUSED 
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5.2.2 P184341/FH – Tara 1, Brookside, Cradley WR13 5LE 
  Internal and external modifications and rear and side extension to an existing modern  
  bungalow. APPROVED 
 
5.2.3 P172366/F – Land at Shuttifield Coppice, Storridge  
  This application has been REFUSED having been to planning committee at Herefordshire 
  Council. 
 
 
6. Finance 

 
6.1 Monthly Update 
  The monthly update was noted. The major difference highlighted is the expected increase 
  to admin costs due to the additional fee incurred by the external audit.  
 
6.2 Approve invoices for payment 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve payments for the following invoices: 
 
To approve the following invoices for payment: 
Clerk Salary ………………………………………………………………………………….as per contract 

Clerk salary – HMRC……………………………………………………………………..as per contract 

Clerk expenses……………………………………………………………………………….£226.90 (this includes purchases for 

environment WG agreed at 12 02 19 meeting totalling £170.88 

Cradley Village Hall (hall hire)………………………………………………………..£28.00 

Really Rural – lengthsman……………………………………………………………...£220 

Really Rural – lengthsman (PROW)……………………………………………….. £260.00 

Bromyard Timber……………………………………………………………………………£36.15 (+ £7.23 VAT) 

CiLCA registration…………………………………………………………………………..£350.00 

 

Clerk highlighted that the overall payment for the lengthsman remained at a total of £480 but the totals 

changed slightly from the agenda - £260 for Public Right of Way (PROW) and £220 for other lengthsman work. 

 
 

6.3  To consider the cost of HALC subscription for 2019-20 at a cost of £874.04 (+ £174.81 VAT) 
 

It was RESOLVED to approve the HALC subscription for 2019-20 on the basis that the clerk will 
confirm what the HALC affiliation payment is for and also why there is a 14.2% increase in the 
HALC subscription fee. 
 
The votes were as follows: six councillors in favour, one against and two abstentions 
 

6.4  To note training sessions attended since last meeting – Cllr David Kingston – ‘Leading 
 lights’ course (code of conduct training, general power of competence information) 
 
Cllr. David Kingston has attended training at HALC and reported back to full council that the course 
was useful and informative for new councillors. 
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6.5 To note that the external auditors have now signed off the CSPC accounts at an additional cost 
of £892.50 +VAT for the supplementary work following challenge correspondence 
 
It was RESOLVED to pay the additional £892.50 +VAT to the external auditors for supplementary 
work following challenge correspondence.  
 

 
7.  Working Groups 

 
7.1 To receive a report from the Environment Working Group 

  
 The report was noted. It was highlighted that two councillors have visited the Green Acres site with 
respect to the retrospective planning application and the suspected presence of dormice. This has 
been reported to the planning enforcement department of Herefordshire Council to no avail. It was 
decided to write to the department outlining that CSPC believe there are dormice in this area and 
requesting an ecological survey before a decision is made on the planning application. 
 

7.2 To approve the recommendation of the Env WG to decline Mr Geoff Fielding joining the group as a 
lay member 
  
 It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation of the Environment Working Group to decline Mr 
Geoff Fielding joining the group as a lay member. There was lengthy discussion over the need for 
criteria when considering lay members for working groups. 
 
The vote was as follows: Six councillors in favour, two against and one abstention. 
 

7.3 To approve the recommendation of the Env WG to approve Mrs Cherry Greenway joining the 
group as a lay member 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation of the Environment Working Group to approve 
Mrs Cherry Greenway joining the group as a lay member. 
 

7.4 To approve the Env WG community litter picking day of 6th April 2019 
  
 It was RESOLVED to approve the Environment Working Group litter pick day of 6th April 2019. 
 

7.5 To receive the Recreation WG report 
 
The Recreation Working Group Report was noted. There was further discussion around dog waste 
bins. A ‘no dogs allowed’ sign is on order and the Working Group will decide on specifications of the 
notice boards required. 

 

7.6 To consider recommendation from Recreation WG of extending the mole-catcher contract 
 
It was RESOLVED to extend the mole-catcher contract for another 12 months, at a maximum cost of 
£500. 

 
7.7 To consider Cllr David Kingston as member of the Communications Working Group 

 
It was RESOLVED that Cllr. David Kingston will join the Communications Working Group 
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8.  Contracts 

 
Lengthsman 
 
The lengthsman co-ordinator provided an update on the work of the lengthsman. 
 
The following work was agreed: 

 

• Re-site the gate at Buryfields. 

• Cut down all tree saplings growing through the fence. 

• Waymarker post needs replacing on CD42A junction with CD43. 

• Clearing the weeds at the side of the roads on three housing estates – Oaklands; Pixiefields; 
Huntingdon 
 
The purchase of materials was also approved  
 
 

8.2    To consider the lengthsman contract for 2019-20 (including queries) 
   
          It was RESOLVED to extend the current lengthsman contract until 31st March 2020 and the  
          wording for the 19/20 contract was agreed. It was confirmed that a Street Works license does 
          not have to be current. 

 
 
9.  Community Communication 

 
The report was noted and will be followed up further by the Communications Working Group. It 
was further noted that the report was useful as a basis for future decisions. 
 
 

10. Policies 
 

10.1 To approve the policy schedule 
 

          It was RESOLVED to approve the policy schedule 
 
10.2 To approve the Complaints Policy (including vexatious complaints) 
 
         It was RESOLVED to approve the Complaints Policy (including vexatious complaints) 
 
         The vote was as follows: Seven councillors in favour, two against. 
 
10.3 To approve the Risk Management Policy 
 
         It was RESOLVED to approve the Risk Management Policy 
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11.  To receive requests for future agenda items 
 

• Road Safety within the parish 

• Criteria for Working Group lay members 

• Annual playground inspection 

• Parking on Fincher’s Corner 
 
 

12. To receive the information sheet 
 
The information sheet was noted. 
 

 
13. CMS newsletter 

 
Key items for the CMS newsletter: 
 

• Litter pick day 

• Work of the lengthsman with community engagement at Halesend 

• Work of the Environment WG – request that parishioners contact the council if they know of 
any protected species within the parish 

• May Election 
 
 

14. To note the date of the next meeting 
 
Tuesday 9th April 2019, 7pm at Cradley Village Hall. 

 
 

A RESOLUTION was passed to exclude the public from the following confidential item. 
 
 
15.  Confidential items 

 
15.1 To receive approve the confidential minutes of the 12th February 2019 

  
 It was RESOLVED to approve the confidential minutes of 12th February 2019. 
 

15.2 To consider payment to the clerk for overtime worked (July 2018 – January 2019, total of  
 19 hours total cost £220.59) 
 
 This item was deferred to the April meeting requiring further information. 

 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………….          Date ……………………………. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm 


