
 

 

RVNR survey report 2018 
Verges surveyed July and August 2018 by volunteers Anne Crane, Suzanne Noble & Sally Webster 

 

Verge 
No. 

Location Grid ref Description and species present Condition and 
management 

1 Mathon parish 
A minor road 
between West 
Malvern and 
Mathon with a 
small stream 
running 
alongside. 

SO 74884 45426 
to 
SO 74906 45437 

Designated for sweet cicely. Used to have three sweet 
cicely plants and 500m neutral grassland. 
 
Several plants noted by Peter Garner May 2018 
 

Further visit required 
as map ref on 
previous 
documentation was 
incorrect 

2 Cradley parish 
The east side of 
the minor road 
heading north to 
Birchwood off 
the A4103 at 
Storridge. 

SO 74965 49255 
at the top to 
SO 74933 49196 
at the lower end 
contained most of 
the interest.  
We found what 
may have been 
the lower post at 
SO 74884 49151. 

Designated for calcareous and woodland flora 100m.  
A part-shady bank all the key species were found except 
Ploughmans spikenard and Yellow archangel, though a 
survey at a different time of year would yield more species. 
Only one butterfly orchid was seen. 
 
Species present; Betony, Meadow Vetchling, Common 
knapweed, Wild basil, Spurge laurel, Black medick, 
Greaterbutterfly orchid (1) Common cow wheat, Hedge 
bedstraw, Ladys bedstraw, Leafy hawkweed, Wood mellick, 
Yorkshire fog, Wood spurge, Dog rose, Cocksfoot, False 
brome 

Some remedial 
management is 
required. There is 
some encroachment 
of saplings and Dog 
rose 

6 Dorstone parish 
Shady bank 
downhill from 
the jct with 
Arthurs Stone 
Lane both sides 
of the road 

Grid ref listed SO 
328 425 nothing 
to be seen. 
More likely spot is 
SO 32896 42716 
at the top ending 
at SO 32924 
42757.  

Designated for its woodland flora, key species being 
spreading bellflower sanicle, pignut, bluebell, wood sorrel, 
yellow archangel, woodruff, moschatel.  
 
Species present sanicle , wood sorrel, yellow archangel, 
wood mellick, dogs mercury, enchanters nightshade, red 
campion, dog violet, foxglove, male fern, harts tongue fern, 
wild strawberry, greater stitchwort, lords and ladies, 
common figwort. We saw no signs of bluebells. pignut, 
woodruff, moschatel or spreading bellflower. 

Some clearing of 
saplings, bramble and 
other invasive plants 
would be useful 



 

 

8 Vowchurch 
parish along a 
stretch of the 
B4348 about a 
mile south of 
Peterchurch. 
 

SO 35300 37700 Designated for Great leopards bane, but we saw no sign of 
it. 
 

We recommend a 
further visit and if not 
found we recommend 
that this site be de-
listed. 

 

9 Huntington 
parish opposite 
the turning to 
the church  

SO24958 53664 
to  
SO 25033 53696 

Designated for Dusky cranesbill and Wall pennywort in 42m 
neutral grassland. 
 
There is a lot of Dusky cranesbill here along the more shady 
part of the verge, but less towards the open end and here it 
is more dominated by Nettles, Cleavers, Bramble and 
Ground elder. 100m in total of interest. There is Ground 
elder throughout but the Dusky cranesbill is dominating in 
the shade, possibly helped by the verges being mowed. 
There is a stone wall running along at the back of the verge 
but this is very overhung by tree branches and vegetation. 
We found some Wall pennywort further along where the wall 
was more exposed and in the sun. We also found it on other 
garden walls nearby. 
 
 

The target species is 
doing well in the 
shady area and the 
cutting regime is 
doing no harm. A local 
resident Geoff Steel is 
interested in the 
project  
 
 
 
 

12 Colwall parish 
A449 Chances 
Pitch 

SO 75100 40228  
to  
SO 74690 40247 

Designated for Stinking hellebore. Described as 565m 
woodland. 
There was no sign of the target species. The stretch is 
wooded, probably a remnant of old woodland due to the 
presence of spurge laurel and what is possibly an old 
woodbank. Trees have seeded to the edge of the road, and 
the site was very dry and vegetation desiccated. In recent 
years stinking hellebore has been visible from a passing 
car. 
3 plants seen by Peter Garner in 2018 

We recommend a 
further visit in winter 
when any remaining 
plants would be more 
visible.  
Numbers are reducing 
and some remedial 
work is required. 
 
 

14 Wigmore parish 
Located, along a 
minor road at 
the southern 

SO 39491 68676 
to  
SO 39525 68704 

Designated as wet neutral grassland/woodland  previous 
key species; Water avens, Twayblade, Common spotted 
orchid, Marsh valerian, Herb paris and Meadow saffron. 
 

Site is not under 
threat of 
mismanagement as 
most of the interest is 



 

 

edge of 
woodland at 
Wigmore Rolls 

but the site could 
be more 
extensive 
because of the 
presence of a 
small number of 
key species 
plants outside of 
this range 

Species present; Water avens, Herb paris, Common spotted 
orchid, Valerian, Sanicle, Woodruff, Enchanters nightshade, 
Primrose, Wood mellick, Tufted hair grass, False brome, 
Thin spiked wood sedge 
 
Also Greater butterfly orchid at various locations SO 39494 
68680,  SO 39497 68679 and SO 39479 68666, this latter 
being on the opposite (NW) side of the road. It may be that 
GBO was misidentified and recorded as Twayblade 
because we found none of the latter. GBO is recorded on 
BSBI 
 

back from the 
roadside’ 
Some cutting of 
saplings and Bramble 
may be beneficial, but 
the woodland canopy 
keeps growth in check 
 

16 Callow  parish 
close to Twyford 
below Aconbury 
Hill 

SO 50587 34656 Designated for Green hellebore. 
Many healthy plants found, all in one group 
The site looked well cared for and not overgrown or 
encroached upon, and there wasn’t much litter. Trees above 
had been trimmed back with care.  
The plants are placed well back from the edge of the road 
and extend to about 6.5 m 
 

We assume that 
someone is looking 
after this site. We 
have a possible name 
and address to follow 
up. 

17 Llanveynoe  
parish up from 
Middle Cwm 
Farm 

SO 31530 32247 
at bottom to 
SO 31656 32329 
at the top 

Hay meadow bank 100m 
Species present; Common knapweed, Yarrow, Tufted vetch, 
Tormentil, Greater willowherb, Bramble, Creeping thistle, 
Bracken, Meadowsweet, Hemlock water dropwort, 
Yorkshire fog, Timothy, Cocksfoot, False oat grass, 
Common bent 
 

Poor condition, very 
overgrown with 
bracken, bramble, 
creeping thistle. There 
are still meadow 
species present and 
an annual cutting 
regime may restore it 
in time. At present 
only 1m by the road is 
being cut, leaving a 
width of 3-4 m 
unmanaged. 

18 Bacton & Dulas 
parish 
Abbeydore Cefn 
Pitch. A long 

SO 37010 30725  
at Hollingwood 
Farm gate up to 
SO 36733 30810 

Hay meadow bank 200m +.  
Species present; Restharrow, Betony, yarrow, Common 
knapweed, Meadowsweet, Cowslip, St Johns wort, Wild 
basil, Goatsbeard, Hogweed, Tufted vetch, Meadow 

Some invasion of 
saplings and hogweed 
and build up of thatch. 
Needs to be cut and 



 

 

bank above 
road level 

Vetchling, Black medick, Bittersweet, Fleabane, Creeping 
thistle, Small trefoil, Tutsan, Tormentil.  
Invasive saplings of Oak, Field maple, Dog rose 
Invertebrate / other : Marbled white 
Site is designated for Adders tongue fern which could not be 
seen when surveyed in July though may still be present 

raked annually and 
resurveyed for Adders 
tongue fern. 

20 Brilley parish 
Next to the 
chapel on the 
boundary of 
Brilley Green 
Dingle reserve 

SO 26884 48811 
to  
SO 26895 48824 

Designated for the presence of dusky cranesbill  in 65m of 
neurtral grassland. 
 
Plenty of dusky cranesbill, mostly on the chapel side of the 
road, patches on the opposite side too. This verge has been 
cut approx 1.5m back from the road, some plants are further 
back than this and the cutting has produced a second 
flowering on a few plants further forward.  
Yellow archangel also present. 
 

The cutting regime is 
clearly not harming 
the key species.  
No management 
change required. 

 

21 Stretford parish 
a stretch of the 
A4110 with one 
end at the 
bridge. 

SO 44224 54977 
to 
SO 44104 55187 
On the west side 
of the road and a 
shorter stretch on 
the east side  
SO 44167 55075 
to 
SO 44190 55089. 

Designated as calcareous grassland. Verge 3m wide with a 
ditch and mixed scrub /brambles at the back. 
Species present; Burnet saxifrage, Field scabious, Fairy 
flax, Yellow rattle, Red clover, Ribwort plantain, Broad 
leaved plantain, Yarrow, Ladys bedstraw, Field bindweed, 
Common centaury, Marestail, Selfheal, Common knapweed, 
Birdsfoot trefoil, Bush vetch, Creeping thistle, Hogweed, 
Cowslip, Hedge bedstraw, Wild basil, Red campion, 
Ragwort, Musk mallow, Goatsbeard, Perforate St Johns 
wort, Coltsfoot, Betony, Field scabious, Gorse, Rough 
hawkbit, Hawkweed oxtongue, Ox-eye daisy, Common 
mallow, Yorkshire fog, Couch, Sweet vernal grass, False 
oat grass, Smooth meadow grass. 
Butterflies : Common blue, Gatekeeper, Small skipper and 
Red tailed bumble bee. 
 

This site is being cut 
but not raked and a 
thick thatch is building 
up which will in time 
be detrimental.  
We recommend 
cutting and raking as 
done by HNT 
previously. 

24 Clifford Parish 
SE of Green 
Lane Farm 

SO 26126 44796 
to  
SO 26156 44772 

Designated as ‘good grassland, including cowslip, burnet 
saxifrage’.  
A good stretch of verge, brambles at the top of the bank, but 
not overwhelming the lower part which was mostly a steep 
bank, with Burnet saxifrage (72 plants counted) Cowslip, 

The cutting regime is 
suiting this verge and 
the steepness 
ensures that thatch 
doesn’t accumulate. 



 

 

Yarrow, Imperforate St Johns wort, Wild strawberry, 
Common knapweed. Invertebrates seen were Red tailed 
bumble bee, butterflies: Gatekeeper, Large white, Meadow 
brown and Silver Y moth. 
 
It looks as though the bank had been cut, but not scalped, 
and the brambles and scrub at the top of the bank had also 
been kept under control. The continuing presence of the two 
key species indicates that this verge has been well 
maintained. No sign of any posts. 
 

The brambles above 
are not encroaching 
and are providing 
nectar, many 
nectaring insects 
present on Bramble 
and Knapweed. No 
change in 
management required 

27 Stoke Lacy 
Parish 
Located on a 
minor road off 
the A465 
leading to Little 
Cowarne and 
Ullingswick. 

SO 61303 49466 
to 
SO 61295 49497 
But may continue 
further to the 
Ullingswick 
turning 

Designated for calcareous flora with rock rose 262m 
calcareous grassland. 
 
The verge is narrow and sloping with mixed scrub including 
Field maple, Wych elm and Blackthorn along the top with 
Clematis and Bramble encroaching. 
Species present:  Greater knapweed in profusion, Bladder 
campion, Lady’s bedstraw. No sign of rock rose.  
 

Needs some remedial 
management. A lot of 
encroachment of 
saplings, Clematis 
and Bramble 

29 Bishops frome 
parish  
B4214  on a 
steep hill just 
outside the 
village. 

SO 66202 48595  
to  
SO 66173 48651. 

Designated for calcareous flora with pyramidal orchid 65m 
calcareous grassland. 
 
Little visible interest at lower end, improves further up with 
field scabious and knapweed in flower. Very overgrown and 
encroached upon by wild clematis. Other species present;  
Dog rose, Bramble, Nettle, Field scabious, Hairy St Johns 
wort, Greater knapweed, Sow thistle, Clematis, Agrimony, 
Ploughmans spikenard, Yarrow.  
There was no sign of Pyramidal orchid. 
 

Needs some remedial 
management. 
Encroachment of 
Clematis, Bramble, 
Dog rose. Access is 
difficult due to steep 
bank and busy road. 

30 Wigmore parish SO  392 685 Designated for Common blue sow thistle. HNT notes from 
2009 say ’masses of blue sow thistle in thin strip along road.  
65m neutral grassland. 
We found no sign of this plant the verge here is dominated 
by Rosebay willowherb, Nettles, Brambles and Bracken.  
 

We recommend that 
this site be de-listed if 
no sign on a further 
visit 
 



 

 

 

32 Dormington and 
Mordiford parish 
 
‘Orchid Bank’ 

SO 58216  
36806  (verge) 
 
SO 58250  
36759  (bank) 
 
 

A 70m section of verge on a bend 5m wide in the centre. 
Designated as calcareous grassland. Also to include a 
steep bank 20m further uphill on the opposite side of the 
road. 
Species present: Bee orchid (2), Common-spotted orchid 
(lots), Yellow-wort, Birds-foot trefoil, Meadow vetchling, Wild 
basil, Burnet saxifrage, Common Milkwort, Common 
Agrimony, Meadowsweet, Goatsbeard, Bugle, Cowslip, 
Self-heal, Field scabious, Self-heal, Common centaury, Red 
bartsia, Lady’s bedstraw, Common knapweed, Perforate St 
John’s wort (possibly also Imperforate), Rough hawkbit, Red 
clover, Woolly thistle (on opposite bank only), Mouse-ear 
hawkweed (on opposite bank only), Quaking grass, Sweet 
vernal grass. 
And invertebrates: Wood white , Large & Small skipper, 
Meadow brown, Gatekeeper, Common blue, Six-spot burnet 
moth, various bees, hoverflies and grasshoppers/crickets. 
 

In reasonable 
condition despite 
recent lack of 
management 
Compaction and 
rutting caused by 
heavy vehicles 
especially in winter, 
some encroachment 
by Bramble and 
Traveller’s joy and by 
Birch and Ash 
saplings in more 
shaded areas. Also 
crossed by horse 
riders but only likely to 
become a threat if 
usage significantly 
increases. Salt 
spillage from road-salt 
bin located on 
reserve. 
 

33 Fownhope 
parish 
Steep bank on 
B4224 between 
Mordiford & 
Fownhope 
opposite Holme 
Lacey bridge 

SO 56867 36521  
to  
SO 56825 36397  

Steep bank of calcareous grassland. 
Plant species present; Wild marjoram, Wild basil, Common 
centaury, Wood sage, Yellow wort, Yarrow, Ox-eye daisy, 
Common knapweed, Hedge bedstraw, Wood spurge, 
Selfheal, Common spotted orchid, Hemp agrimony, St 
Johns wort, Ladys bedstraw, Agrimony, Bush vetch, Black 
medick, Travellers joy, Rough chervil, Mugwort, Red clover, 
Ploughmans spikenard, Ragwort, Meadow Vetchling 
Also some growth of tree saplings(several species) 
everlasting sweet pea, cotoneaster 
Invertebrates present: Burnet moth, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, 
Small skipper, Carder bee, Red tailed bumble bee, Blue 
tailed damselfly, Funnel web spider 

Good condition, some 
invasion from tree 
saplings, cotoneaster, 
everlasting sweet pea 
and clematis. These 
will need to be cut 
back. The steepness 
of the slope and 
proximity of a busy 
road makes access 
challenging. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 


