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Cradley is a village in eastern Herefordshire, close to the border with Worcestershire.  The population is 

about 1,200 people.  The Parish Council is responsible for the War Memorial clock and is applying to 

Awards for All, for a grant of £3,500 to renovate the clock faces and dial motion works.  Reference is made 

to the clock in the Parish Council Records of 1919. 

Following the end of World War One, the clock, paid for by public subscription, was erected in the tower of 

the parish church, by JB Joyce of Derby, as a memorial to the 20 men of the village, who had laid down 

their lives 1914-1918.  There are two faces, one on the south side, visible when approaching the church and 

other to the north, visible from a number of homes in the village.  The clock strikes the hour, using the tenor 

bell and can be heard for some distance.  

The clock mechanism, in the base of the tower, is regularly maintained by Smiths of Derby, on behalf of the 

Parish Council. It is wound weekly by a village resident.  The faces have become weathered and the dial 

motion works which are difficult to access, have not received attention for many years. In spring and early 

summer 2019, the church will carry out vital repairs to the tower walls and roof, for which scaffolding will 

be required.  The Parochial Church Council has offered The Parish Council, the opportunity to use this 

scaffolding for the clock refurbishment.   

The Parish Council has carried out a survey of village residents with questionnaires put in the pub, village 

shop, British Legion Club and Church as well as the Village Newsletter.  Over 90% of those completing the 

questionnaire supported the Parish Council’s plan to renovate the faces and dial mechanism. 

During 2014-18, the Village Primary School carried out a number of World War projects. It is planned to 

involve the children in the refurbishment of the clock, by including an exhibition of their work about the 

clock, in the Village Flower and Produce Show, in the autumn.   

The Parish Council has placed a plaque at the foot of the church tower, “Look up and Remember; the clock 

in this tower was erected in memory of the Men of this Parish who died in the Great War”  

Every month during 2019, there will be articles in the Village Newsletter about the clock, its workings and 

renovation, and those in the village who hear its chimes.  

The Parish Council obtained two quotations to carry out the refurbishment, the lower quotation is £3,500 + 

VAT.   

After the renovation, there will be a village celebration of the clock’s centenary as it begins the next 100 

years of being seen and heard, telling the time.  

A Faculty has been applied for.   


