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INTRODUCTION – Past, present, and future
The Parish Council wishes you all a very Happy New Year. This is an update on
past activities and a look ahead to future possibilities. We strongly encourage
you to let us know your views on how we propose to spend your money and
indeed on what your priorities are for the parish. As many of you will be aware,
the last few years have constituted a period of unprecedented instability for the
Council for various reasons, but, in addition, there have also been clear
achievements along the road. You will see many of them listed below in the
various articles included. Other things of note are that the Council has funded the
cleaning of the War Memorial on Rectory Lane, officially changed the name of the
Council to include Storridge, established a new (and developing) website,
appointed an excellent new Parish Clerk (see below), is funding the maintenance
of the three new defibrillators and continued to give financial support to the village
halls and burial grounds. Now we need you to help us stabilise the Council and
build for the future, so please read on:

ELECTIONS 2nd MAY 2019 – Your chance to serve and vote
All parish councillors serve for a maximum of 4 years before needing to put
themselves up for election again if they wish. The current 4-year cycle ends in
May 2019 when all current councillors would need to seek re-election or leave.
This is of course an opportunity for those of you interested to help shape some of
the facilities in our villages and countryside, so why not put yourself forward? The
full Council normally meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except
December), and, if you were interested, then there is also the option of taking part
as lay members in working groups that focus on aspects of council activity.

Also, please VOTE on 2nd May!
Of course, continuation or change is
only possible if you vote for it and take
an interest in the workings of your
Council

PARISH LENGTHSMAN RICHARD CLARKE - keeping our parish tidy
and safe
Cllr. Diane Merker, Lengthsman Liaison Councillor:

You may have seen our Lengthsman contractor Richard Clarke of Really Rural
around the village working. Since he started in June, he has been concentrating
mainly on getting the two recreation areas tidied up.
In the Chapel Lane Recreation ground, he has
cleared all the winter storm damage from last
winter including fallen trees and overhanging
branches, making the path around the edge
clear for youngsters to walk or cycle around the
edge. A new fence has been put in between
the Chapel and the recreation ground helping
to prevent misuse, and the BMX track and
adventure mound have had their final trim for the
end of the season.
There are areas of long grass left on the
adventure mound to provide overwintering
habitats for insects, in case anyone was
wondering. In Buryfields the hedge has been
trimmed back and many little jobs completed.
During the autumn, Richard has been cleaning out the drains around Cradley and
Storridge. He now does approximately a weekly check on the drains that are most
likely to flood, to make sure that they are free of debris. Any which are completely
blocked are reported to Balfour Beatty, the Herefordshire Council contractor.
On the PROWs (public rights of way), he has been strimming paths, mending
steps, clearing blocked routes due to overhanging trees, and putting in waymarker posts with guidance from our footpath officers. Also, much of the branch
piles and brash which had been stored along the footpaths have been chipped
and removed.
If you have anything which you think Richard could deal with, please
contact the Parish Clerk who will forward any suggestions.

NEW PARISH CLERK – working for council and community
Kate Joiner (previously Woods):
I have now been in post nearly 6 months and it has been a
very steep learning curve! I would like to thank both
councillors and parishioners for being so patient with me
during this time. Although I have a BA in Business
Management, the majority of my career has been within the
Prison Service - in both operational and management roles,
but even that did not quite prepare me for the diverse
knowledge and skills I would need to be a parish clerk.
However, I have now finished all the training with
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) towards
my Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) and hope to be fully
qualified in the first quarter of 2019. I am currently working hard on ensuring the
budget is as accurate and comprehensive as possible so that the precept can be
set in consultation with parishioners. I am also trying to get the CSPC website up
and running fully, so that all information parishioners may need can be found
easily. I feel that 2019 will be a really exciting year for the council and am looking
forward to meeting more parishioners over the coming months.

FOOTPATHS NETWORK – keeping the way clear
Cllr. Anne Scarsbrook, Footpaths Officer:
We have an extensive and well used network of public
footpaths (and a few bridleways) in the parish –
approximately 51 kilometres (over 30 miles). Two volunteer
Footpath Officers (myself and Jeff White) endeavour to
ensure that all are walked at least twice a year, are
passable, and that waymarking is clear. The Lengthsman
undertakes maintenance works, by negotiation with
landowners, repairing fingerposts, stiles and gates,
strimming and clearing overgrown paths and removing
debris.
Our collective aim is to ensure that all paths can be
enjoyed with clear and easy access to our beautiful
countryside. Inevitably, some paths are more used and
better maintained than others – and we rely on members of the public to let us
know whenever a path presents a challenge or requires work.
An email to the Parish Clerk, preferably with a grid reference, will help us to know
where we need to focus our efforts. If you find an overgrown path, don’t avoid it –
let us know! We want to make sure that the whole of our parish can be explored
and valued.

PLANNING ROLE OF THE COUNCIL –making the local voice heard
Cllr. Wynne Harries, Leader of Planning Visits Working Group (and Chair of the
Council from January 2019):
Parish councils do not make final decisions on planning applications, but we like
to think that the planning officers at Herefordshire Council do, at least sometimes,
listen when we comment to them on your behalf. Every month a small working
group of councillors visits sites up for discussion at the following full council
meeting, so that it is not just a paper exercise in deciding what comments to
make. This research quite often helps to clarify issues in applications. Also, we
have a mind to find a way to check sensitively that planning conditions are adhered
to. It is the responsibility of all parish councillors to read the applications carefully
and then come to a collective decision as to what comments are sent to
Herefordshire Council.

PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) – shaping
the future of our parish and our local check on the planning
system
Cllr. Anne Scarsbrook, Leader of NDP Monitoring Working Group:

Our local Plan has been in force now for almost 18 months. It’s a long-term plan –
to 2030 – so it’s important that we all keep it in our minds when new
developments, or changes to our environment and infrastructure, are considered.
The PC is making sure that relevant Policies from the Plan are referenced in our
responses to planning applications, and it’s always pleasing when members of
the public do the same. The PC has a Working Group of councillors and lay
members who monitor the implementation of the NDP on planning decisions. So
far, we can report that Herefordshire Council is referencing the NDP explicitly in
its decisions. However, there are some pending decisions which we are watching
closely, as they represent a direct challenge to the settlement boundary defined
in the NDP.
It’s good to note that all our ten policies in the NDP have been referenced at
least once in our planning responses, and those that protect the landscape and
environment, linking with the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), are
regularly quoted. We wanted to create a Plan that recognised the need for
additional housing in the village but would ensure that we keep the character and
natural beauty that we all value – hopefully the NDP is helping us to achieve
this. Please check the complete plan on Herefordshire Council’s website:
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/11048/neighbourhood_
development_plan_may_2017.pdf

RECREATION GROUNDS – public open spaces and play
(Chapel Lane, Buryfields, and Crumpton Hill Village Green)
Cllr. Clare Jones, Leader of the Recreation Grounds Working Group:
We are currently working towards
more active maintenance and
development of the recreation
grounds within the parish, these
being
Chapel
Lane
and
Buryfields
play
areas,
and
Crumpton Hill Village Green.
Monthly safety inspections have
been
reinstated
and
have
identified several jobs which
have been completed by our
Lengthsman.
You may have noticed the new fence between
Chapel Lane play area and the adjacent Methodist
Chapel, together with significant cutting back of the
trees that were overhanging the path and play area.
The wooden table and pergola at Buryfields have
been fixed, and the grass at Crumpton Hill Village
Green has been cut. Cutting this area will be
incorporated into the standard grass cutting
contract for the Parish from next spring.
Here are some more thoughts on possible developments for the future:
At Chapel Lane Play Area we are keen to complete some essential maintenance of
the play equipment, to include repair and replacement of some aspects, which
would need to be done by the equipment manufacturers and painting the metal
frames. We are also keen to re-do the drainage of the mini football pitch so that it
is more usable; unfortunately, due to the significant cost, this may need to be
funded through a grant if possible. If this goes ahead, we will aim to complete the
work at a time of year that provides least inconvenience to our budding local
players. Finally, we are considering enhancing the lower area through the
addition of a basketball hoop on the edge of the tarmac area. Several children
seem keen on this idea, but again a good quality hoop, professionally installed, is
not cheap.
At Buryfields, the play equipment is much newer and so does not need
significant maintenance. We are, however, investigating the minor maintenance
required with the equipment manufacturers, as well as tasking the Lengthsman
with coating the wooden posts every 3 years. A potential improvement to the
area is to install one or two football goals on the grass, to replace the wooden
posts which have been lying loose for some time.

Wildlife garden areas for both playgrounds have also been suggested and are
being discussed with the parish council Environment Group. In time, we will also
look at more major maintenance of Crumpton Hill Village Green, in particular the
ditch at the lower end.

ENVIRONMENT– protecting and showing an interest in our wildlife
Cllr Sarah Thomas, Leader of the Environment Working Group:
The Council Environment Working Group has been
working on several different projects this year. We have
been working on a current database of the Tree
Preservation Orders in the parish and compiling a flora
and fauna database, starting with
native and non-native trees in the
woodlands around Storridge.
We have been fortunate to
have had collaboration with the
project "Finding rare species in
the Malverns” and members of the group have recently
received training in identifying the presence of dormice
and Noble Chafer Beetle. We are all looking forward to
receiving further training in Bats, Moths and Butterflies early
in the New Year.
We seek input from all parishioners and landowners, especially with regard to
finding protected and rare species, and would welcome volunteers on our rambles
around the parish, the more the merrier. We anticipate being busy come the
spring!

2019/2020 BUDGET – How your money could be spent
At the time of going to press, here is a summary of the main points in the provisional
budget out to consultation – if you have any feedback on these proposals, then
please let us have your thoughts by 31st January, as the final decision on the
budget and the precept (our share of the Council Tax) needs to be made in
February. Here are the main headings of the proposed budget for next financial
year, but much more detail will be found on the Parish Council website, or
please ask the Parish Clerk to send you a written copy:

Expenditure
Employment (Clerk salary, training and sundry expenses)

£11,810

General Finance (including insurance, room hire, grants to village
halls, election costs and general contingency sum
Recreation at Chapel Lane, Buryfields and Crumpton Hill; plus sundry
other issues e.g. dog bins (including grass cutting, tree management,
play equip. repairs and maintenance etc.)
Lengthsman Contract (labour and materials in connection with public
footpath, recreation ground work and drains maintenance etc). Please
note that the grants we used to receive from Herfs. Council to
contribute to these costs will no longer exist from 1st April 2019 so the
PC must fund it all now.
Church Burial Grounds (supporting the cost of maintaining the burial
grounds at our 3 churches)
Environment (research etc., including sundry equipment)

£26,650

Communications (including production of the PC Reporter and
development work on the website, social media links etc.)
Total Expenditure excluding capital projects:

£1,710
£61,170

Capital Projects (potential enhancements at recreation grounds)

£4,000

Total Expenditure including capital projects:

£65,170

£9,800
£8,000

£3,000
£200

Income
Precept (£45,000) and VAT refund (plus sundry minor income)

£48,015

Accounting Summary
Estimated opening balance Current Account

£22,361

Estimated balance in Reserve Account

£14,890

Proposed Income

£48,015

Proposed Expenditure

£65,170

Closing Balance

£20,096

(deemed minimum sensible general contingency to carry forward)

Precept:
In order to fund the above activities it would be necessary to raise the
precept from £34,000 to £45,000. Whilst it is appreciated that this is a large
rise in percentage terms, it would mean a rise of just £13.44 for the year for
a Band D property. We hope you feel this is justified as we now need to fund
the Lengthsman fully, and increasingly the burden of other county services is
falling towards parish councils as time goes by.

THIS PUBLICATION – Has it been useful?
Please let us know if you have found this publication useful or not – we intend to
issue them twice a year to consult and keep you informed, but please remember
that you can also check the Parish Council website for information on the Council
structures, news items and agendas and minutes of meetings going back several
years etc. Your views on whether you would like us to move gradually to sending
it electronically or keep paper versions would also be useful.

CONTACT DETAILS – Keep in touch
Email: clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Telephone: 07591 299749
Website: www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Notice boards: around the villages.
Council meetings: normally 7pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month (Cradley
Village Hall April-September, Storridge Village Hall October-March, but no
meeting in December). Members of the public are most welcome to attend and
there is always a short section of an ordinary meeting when you can make any
comments on planning or other matters of interest to you and the Council.
County Councillor for the Bishops Frome and Cradley ward is Ellie
Chowns: ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk 01531 670729 or 07950 714947
Herefordshire Council Highways Emergencies 01432 261 800
Potholes: https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole
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