
Cradley Parish Council – Footpath, Wildlife and Environment Group 
 
Quarterly Meeting held on the 25th January 2017 at 6:30 pm in Cradley Village Hall 
 
Present: PC  Geoff Fielding (Lengthsman and Footpath P3 schemes co-ordinator)   
                                            - Chair, Derek Scully, Wynne Harries.  
 

Co-opted Jeff White (Footpath Officer), Jill Upton (Tree Warden), Diane 
Merker,  

                                              
Apologies:  PC  Chris Lowder, Anne Scarsbrook (Footpath Officer), Tanya Lloyd- 
    Jones. 
   

Co-opted Patrick Aydon, Ruth Thomas, Sue Armitage. 
 

 
These Minutes have been prepared by – JW. 
 
1.00 Minutes of Previous Meeting (September 2016) – were approved. 
 
BRIEF REVIEW OF 2016 AND FUTURE PLANS: 
 
2.00 Dog Bins 
 
2.01 All bins have been installed at the agreed locations. They are checked and cleared every 

two weeks. (Cradley area by GF, and Storridge by DS) 
2.02 Possible additional location – Rectory Lane near the Car Park entrance. DM will draft a 

letter to propose this to the Parish Council, The Parochial Church Council, and the 
Residents of Rectory Lane. 

 
3.00 TPO Data Base 
 
3.01 A copy of the Maps prepared by JW, and the Data Base prepared by JW&GF, were 

circulated. These were based on the TPO’s issued by Herefordshire. Some of these 
orders date back to 1969 and are therefore very out of date. The data base lists the 
individual trees, groups and areas on the original orders - accurately located by GPS, 
whether they still existed, their species, and their current condition. 

3.02 JW also circulated a revised plan showing some of the other trees or groups that could 
be considered for TPO’s. 

3.03 Members of the group were asked to review the information and comment, and suggest 
other trees or groups that should be considered for protection. Generally, on the earlier 
orders, the trees considered would have been those within or adjacent to built-up areas 
on land threatened by building development. However, there are other isolated trees or 
groups which should be looked at because of their species, size/age or landscape 
significance. 

3.04 In particular JU, as Tree Warden, was asked to look at the map and data base and add 
her comments. 

3.05 JU, and DS would also look at the Storridge area.  
3.06 JW handed to DS a copy of the ‘Areas of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland’ prepared 

from the Herefordshire Core Strategy Appendix 8k. Most of this woodland is in the 
Storridge part of Cradley Parish. 

3.07 It is intended to issue copies of the above to Herefordshire suggesting their orders should 
be up-dated. 

3.08 Also- to recommend to the Parish Council that a link should be put on their website to 
inform people of the law regarding trees, and the procedure for requesting tree/group 
protection. GF to précis the published guidance. 

 



4.00 Footpaths 
 
4.01 GF explained that the Lengthman and P3 Schemes were operating well having a 

lengthsman (Jeremy) experienced in highways work. However, the group needs to be 
aware that the funding from Herefordshire is being withdrawn this year and the Parish 
Councils are also under financial pressure. 

4.02 Through winter into the spring they will be working on improving bridlepaths, starting at 
Vinesend up to Six Acre Wood – CDs 40/41/44. 

4.03 Current work completed or in-hand – 
 CD10 (Quiet Woman to Whitewells) – Footpath now cleared. 
 CD28 (Wold Farm to Stifford’s Bridge) – Cleared at A4103 end. Possibility of verge 

clearance along A4103 from footpath to Red Lion? GF to contact Locality Steward. 
 CD78 (Stifford’s Bridge to The Beanhouse) -  Bridge parts ready to be installed (Spring). 
 CD51 (A4103 to Crumpton Hill) – Steps cleared at Crumpton Hill. 
 CD54 (A4103 to Crumpton Hill) – Waymarking improved. 
 CD77 (Halesend to Archer’s Mill) – Stile near Halesend needs to be repaired or removed. 
 
5.00 Community Orchard 
 
5.01 GF will contact Ruth re the orchard opposite the school. 
 
6.00 Community Allotments 
 
6.01 As there is no clear demand at this time for local allotments this will be left in abeyance 

until a possible planning appeal has been decided. If needed there are still plots available 
in Suckley as far as the group are aware. 

 
7.00 Roads 
 
7.01 Pound Bridge – There has been further erosion to the bank from the end of Brookside to 

the Cradley Brook. Herefordshire CC says that they need a species survey before repair 
work can commence. 

7.02 C and U-class road potholes – Repairs will carry on when the weather improves and 
more major works can be carried out by GF and Jeremy on behalf of the PC. 

 
8.00 Wildlife Data Base 
 
8.01 GF and PA have met and the way forward with this would seem to be to allocate areas 

on the village area map to group members. They are asked to look at the land use, flora 
and fauna at each season of the year. This can only be done from public rights of way. 
Neighbours and other walkers or riders can also contribute – possibly GF to put an article 
in the Newsletter. 

8.02 The fields can be referenced using the official numbers and also those used by Carly 
Tinkler when the Landscape Capacity Survey was carried out for the NDP. There is a set 
of her drawings in the Resource room.  

8.03 The other sources of information may be data bases of the official groups formed 
nationally or locally. 

 
Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday 28th March at 6.30 in the Cradley Resource Room. 


